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The sound of silence

in an effort to dg'spe] stereotypes about the deaf in Israel, Holon’s Children’s Museum
Is gwving visitors a noiseless experience in a whole new world

* By VIVA SARAH PRESS

ith tons of summer activi-
ties to choase fram, I was
rather surprised to see so

many youngsters at “Invitation to
Silence,” an educational exhibit at
the Holon Children's Museum, dur-
Ing a recent visit. Special effects, fAy-
ing objects, or other technological
surpzises ace 1ot part of this exhibit.
Rather, “Invitation to Silence” is a
hand-waving, gesture-packed intro-
duction ta the hard-of-hearing world
that hopes to break stereotypes that
exist about the deaf community
among the country’s hearing public.
“l want people to understand that
just because [ cannot hear them does
oot meaa that I'ro stupid, or mental-

toar-guide at the exhibit. “] am not
handicapped. [ am deaf.”

Indeed, Nurit - who guided my
group through the exhubit - didn't
seern any different from the rest of us
In fact, a number of the members in
my group didn't even realize that she
was deaf and thought she was play
acting that she couldn't hear.

To enter a world of silence, visitors are
given a set of sturdy headphones to put
an, and thus block out outside sound.

Making hand gestures to follow her,
Nurit brought us to a room with a big
white tahle. Here we played “dancing
fingers” games that Included making
shadow shapes and numbers.

Having mastered beginner tech-
niques of sign (anguage, we moved

oom designed forcomumun

cation through facial expressions.
The children in my group loved this
segment of the tour. Nudt emcour-
aged us to stick our tongues out,
scrunch up ouc noses, blow out our
cheeks, and distort our faces to a vari-
ety of different poses. Since a deaf
person cannot hear what is belng
said, he or she relies on body lan-
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A BIT of quiet. The Holon Children’s Museum explores a deaf reality.

guage and facial expression for cues.
Throughout the exhibit, Nurit point-
ed at her eyes, trying to convey to us
that eye contact is a cructal part of
conversation with a deaf person.
Whereas looking at an object while
speaking to a friend is acceptable in
day to day life, in deaf culture to laok
away when a person is speaking to
ered—tu—beextreme

rude.

Another stop an our tour was at a
coffee bar. Here, we svere asked to say
0ur names - i sign language - and
were encouraged to order something
in silence. Placards with hand sym-

bals and their meanings were lung .

on the wall surrounding the bar.
“lovitation to Silence” was originat-

ed tn France. The Halon Children's
Museum dectded to launch the proj-
ect here after the success of its other
sodially-canscience exhibit, “Dialogue
in the Dark” (which offers a sense of
what a blind person feels like in the
world of seeing people). The exhibit's
set ap Is similar to its European origi-
natar. The Isvaeli addition to the proj-

world. Asked why she takes part in the
project, she answered to “give people
an understanding of my world.”

At the end of the tour, visitors are
encouraged to play trivia games.
Based on the ansivers given, it would
seem the deaf community here is still
fighting for equal tights.

4nd thoagh water parks, gymbarees,

3 152N1 at the end of the four
that ts set up foc visitors to ask their
guide questions about the deaf warld.
A sign-language translatar stts in with
the group to facilitate answers.

Nurit was very patient when answer-
ing our group's questions. She told us
that it is more difficnlt to battle the
stereotypes people hold about her than
it is to live as a deal person in a hearing

and the zoo are fun optioas for the sum-
mei, both children and adults should
make “lavitation to Stience” a must-do
during this holiday break. This exhibit is
a fun experience with valuable lessons,

“Invitation to Sitenze® is suitable for peo-
ple aged nine and up. Ssmumer hours: St
day, Tues.-Thursday 9 a.on-1 par; 4 pan—
8 p.r. Must call ahend: 1-599-585-858.
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